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DISCUSSION OF PSB PLAN D=22
A PSYCHOLOGICAL STRATEGY PROGRAM FOR THE JIDDLE EAST

1
1
t

The following were present ai a medting on Tuesday,
Fabruary 10, to consider IIA action in connection with

PSB plan D=223 25x1A

)

This ecommunication will be the only one dealing with
the development of IIA programming for the Middle East
woich will refer direotly to the PSB paper D=-22. Other
papers on the substance of the meeting and all matters re-
lating to programming for the Middle East will bear a

iower c¢lassification.

Psycholog§ca1 Objectives., In the opinion of NEA and
ITA the following four objeetives of the six contained in
P38 D=22 are, in view of current political considerations
and@ of the ourrent status of United Statss poliocy, the

most important for IIA implementation.

IMS representativ
¢ould not attend,

{a) To strengthen confidence in the integrity
of the United States, in the prinoiples for
whieh 1t stands, and in the sinocere frilend-
ship which the United States has for the
oeoplies of this ares.

{b) To econvince
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{b) To convince the leaders and opinion-forming
groups of the Middle East of the identity of
thei: interests with the free world.

{e) To promote a realistic awareness of the threat
%o the aspirations and self-interests of the
psoples of the Middle LEast that is posed by
Communism, Soviet imperlalism and Soviet-inspired
revolution.

(8) To enoourage progressive slements to advance -
soustruotive programs for the improvement of
sconomie and soocial oconditions which will produce
& political stability better able*to combat the
twin extremes of Communism and anti-Western
politico-religious fanaticiam,

The meeting reviewad these objectives together with
whe basic taska suggeated by PSB and came to the following
econslusions:

With regard to Ob;ootifo (a):

The three major tasks suggested in PSB P-22 will depend
upon the taking of substantive pclitical action over and
above current United States policy. Until such actions are
takan there i1s relatively 1ittle that IIA can do in oconnection
wlth these tasks beyond that which 1s called for by current
gaidance, Task 4 reflects standard IIA procedures which are
congtantly under study for improved application in informetion
programming and content,

With regard to Objeotive (b):

Task No. 1 requires politioal action. Tasks Nos. 2, 3
and 5 already have the highest priority ian IIA programming
and will be the smubjlect of oontinuing studles for determining
what further effective actions can be taken. Task No., 4 will
ba studied by IES and IFI,

¥ith resard to Oblective (o):

7TA polioy on the thres tasks listed under this objsctive

i3 defined in PO Instruotion 3. "Positive Content in Programe-
@ing to the NEA Area®™. Exposing of Soviet imperislism and the

countering
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countering of Communist influence i1s the single most important
concern of all elements of IIA. It was the opinion of the
meeting that Task 2 (a) (the development at each :lssion of
sn assential and conrdinated plan by whiech personal contaots
are utilized to counteract Communism) is of msjor importance
and should be affected at the earliest possible date. Since
this 1s a matter that must be handled primarily by our ilissions
overssas, the initietive lies with NEA, '

#ith regard to Objeotive (e):

The ocomplexity and delicate nature of Tasks Nos, 1 and
2, together with nuances of treatment required by locel poli-
#leal considerations, make desirable the establishmeant of a
suboommittee to advise IIA on these points., Tasks Nos. 3,
L and 5 are dependent upon politico-economic sction and can
ba trsated by IIA only in terms of substantive developments
of such a matter. Task No. 6 relating to trade union move-
men:s is a matter on which IIA can only touch upon marginslly.

~ ¥ith regerd to the two remelning Objectives (d) and (r)
and %o the Tmsks suggested thereunder, NEA will advise IIA
when political deecisions indicate the amdvisability of review-
ipe ourrent information polioy. .

Speoial Considerations.

i. It was generally agreed that the level of military
atrength whioch the United 3States is prepared to indicate ia
maters relating to the Middle East is a key factor in the
conduct of psychological operations directed toward the
¥iddle East. IIA programming should give foremost considera-
ibion %o this point and should ensure that maximum advantage
is taken of every opportunity to demonstrate the effective
strength of the United States.

7 . Tt wsa agreed that ITA ovneration should be reviewed
with a view Lo 1noreasine the use of indigenous instruments
and iocal onanneis and that all ITA plans should be made with
this obieotive in mina.

| Sl Spebius wbbezdioe wili be given to improving train-
ine snd indootrination of IIA nersonnel with a view to
fupthering the oonduet of all ITA sctivities in a manner
what oives appropriate and sareful consideration to the
besie cultural. social and nmveholeeieal factors of the
»peINIiE O the aras,

While
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4. While the importance of personal contacts has
#lways been recognized in the development of IIA programs,
i% was considered that further attention should be ven
o this key faotor in the psyshological efforts in the
liddle East. Training, aseignment and review of personnel
should be conducted in such a way as to maximize the selement
o’ personal ocontaot in all ITA activities donducted inp the
Middle Eaast.

Action Assignments:

in preparing the covering instruction transmitting PSB
D-22 %o the Misslons, NEA/P will draw the attention of the
Missions particularly to the need of reviewing USIS country
plans in the light of the PSB paper, to the importance of a
plan Tor coordinating and directing personal contacts, to
#0e need for an evaluation of the adequacy of present train-
iag of personnel, and particularly to the importance of
ave loping coordinated Mission efforts for further using
incal channsl 8.

vither aotion asaignments determined at the meeting
%ill be covered in subsecuent communications which will not

cofer to the PSB paper and which will bear a lowsr classifi-
aationa.
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